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THE LITERATURE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

ARRANGED CHRONOLOGICALLY, ACCORDING 

TO THE GENERALLY ACCEPTED VIEWS 

OF ADVANCED SCHOLARS. 

Bible students everywhere are eager for a formulation of 
the results of the present scholarly criticism upon the litera- 
ture of the Old Testament. Such a formulation should not 
be hastened. Time is necessary to clarify those results of 
inconsistences, of gross speculations, of theological bias, and 
of the idiosyncrasies of the individual scholars who have 
worked them out. But the hour is at hand when the con- 
clusions which have been reached in a generation of study 
upon the Old Testament literature, by the ablest scholars of 
all countries, can be presented to the general public in a 
form, not final, but approaching finality. Such a presenta- 
tion of the Documentary hypothesis of the Hexateuch, as 
now generally agreed upon by scholars, is soon to be made 
in the projected translation of the Old Testament by Prof. 
Paul Haupt and others, noticed on another page. Another 
subject of investigation, quite as interesting and more impor- 
tant, is that of the chronological arrangement of the Old 
Testament literature, which shall show just when each book, 
and the several portions of the divisible books, ar6se, or at 
least received its present form. An attempt to present such 
a synopsis has been made by Prof. C. H. Cornill, of the Uni- 
versity of K6nigsberg, in his recent Einleitung in das Alte 
Testament. His presentation is clear, accurate, and complete, 
and the work is of high merit and importance. We there- 
fore give the synopsis in full below. It will not be under- 
stood that in every detail there is perfect . harmony among 
the advanced scholars, but there is a general agreement 
among them regarding the arrangement as a whole which is 
significant, which means perhaps that their work has been 
faithfully done, according to the true canons of historical and 
literary criticism, and that in the main their results will in 
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good time find a general adoption. Following is Prof. Cor- 
nill's summary : 

BIRD'S EYE VIEW OP THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE OLD TESTA- 
MENT WRITINGS ACCORDING TO THE RESULTS OP THE 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTION. 

PERIOD BEFORE THE KINGS. 

The Song of Deborah. 

THE EARLIEST PERIOD UNDER THE KINGS. 

David's authentic Song of the Bow, II. Sam. i. 19-27. 

Solomon's authentic Temple Dedication Prayer, I. Kings viii. la, 13 (LXX.). 

PERIOD OF THE DIVIDED KINGDOMS. 

Israel. Judah. 

The so-called Blessing of Jacob, Gen. xlix. 1-27. 
The Book of Covenant, Exod. xxi.-xxiii. 
The Book of the wars of Jehovah. | The Book of the Just. 



THE ORIGINAL BALAAM PROPHECIES. 



The oldest Ephraimitic historical nar- 
ratives, worked by E. into Judges 
and Samuel. 

Ephraimitic accounts concerning 
Elisha and Elijah embodied in I. 
Kings xvii. to II. Kings xiii. 

The so-called blessing of Moses, Deut. 
xxxiii. ; about 800. 

In the time of Jehoshaphat the 

following : 
About 760, Amos, from Judah, but 

laboring in Israel exclusively. 
About 750, tbe great historical work 

of the Elohist. 
Hosea i.-iii. 

In the anarchy after the downfall 
of the Dynasty of Jehu the fol- 
lowing : 

Between 738 and 735, Hos. iv.-xiv. 



Jahvist J' in the time of Jehoshaphat. 
about 850. 



In the time of Uzziah and Jeroboam 

II. the following : 
About 780, the anonymous Jewish 

prophet in Isa. xv.-xvi., the oldest 

prophetic writing extant. 



In the year of Uzziah' s death (735?). 
Isaiah's consecration as a prophet. 
From 735 to 722 : 
Isa. vi. I, 2, 3 ; ii.-iv. ; v. ; ix. 7-10 ; 
iv. 17 ; vii. ; viii. 1-9 ; vi. ; xi. 1-9 ; 
i. 4-9 ; xviii.-xxxii. 
Before 722 : 
Micah i.-iii. 
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AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF SAMARIA, 722. 

722, Isa. xiv. 28-32 (?). 

Still in the time of Ahaz, J^ according to Budde ; at any rate, before 700. 

The original Obadiah, according to Ewald. 

IN THE TIME OF SARGON, 722-705. 

Isa. xvi. 13, 14 ; [xxxi. 11-17] ; xx. (from the year 711) ; x. 6-34 ; xiv. 24, 27(?). 

IN THE TIME OF SENNACHERIB. 

Before 704, Isa. xviii. ; xxxix. 5-7. 

Before 701, Isa. xxii. 15-25. 

701, Isa. xxviii. 31 ; xxxvii. 6, 7(?), 22-32; xxii. 1-14. 

After 701, Isa. i. 10-17 ; xix. 

Still in the times of Hezekiah(?), the Judean Temple narratives in II. Kings 
xi., xii. ; xvi. ; xviii. 4, 14-16 ; and an account of the deliverance of the 
Temple and of Jerusalem, which is worked up in II. Kings xviii. 17-19, 37 : 
possibly also in I. Kings, 6, 7 (?). 

IN THE TIME OF MANASSEH. 

Micah vi. i— vii. 6. 

Isa. Ivi. 9 — Ivii. 13 (?) ; Ux. 3-i6a (?). 

About 650 E^ A revision of E. by an Ephraimite who had remained in Pales- 
tine on the basis of the development of prophetic thought. 

J, Union and harmonizing of J' and J^ in the Primitive narratives, and other 
younger JahvistiC and pre-Deuteronomic pieces. 

Rj, Union and harmonizing of J and E ; the second half of the seventh century 
being yet pre-Deuteronomic. 

IN THE TIME OF JOSIAH. 

About 630, Zephaniah. 

627, Jeremiah's consecration as a prophet. 

About 624, Nahum. 

621, Proclamation of the original Book of Deuteronomy, which had been 

written a short time before, and the reform of the cultus based theron. 
Song of Hannah, I. Sam. ii. i-io, in the time of Josiah(?), but certainly pre- 

exilic. 

IN THE TIME OF JEHOIACHIM. 

Jer. xiii. 

Psa. Ixxxix. (?). 

597, Eizekiel banished together with the king. 

IN THE TIME OF ZBDEKIAH. 

592, Ezekiel's consecration as a prophet in Babylonia. 

Before 586, Jer. xx. 7-18 ; xxi. 11 — xxxiij. 40; xxiv. ; xlix. 34-39; xxxii. ; 
xxxiii. 4-13. 

AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 

Jer. xxx.-xxxi. 

BABYLONIAN EXILE. 

First Half. 
About 580, Isa. xxiii. 

October, 572, Composition and completion of the Book of Ezekiel. 
April, 570, Addition of supplement to Ezek. xxix. 17-21. 
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The two separate editions and revisions of the original books of Deuteronomy 

by Dh and Dp. 
Lamentations 2 and 4 younger than Ezekiel ; i and 5 soon after. 

Second Half. 

The redaction of the great exilic historical work written in the spirit of Deu- 
teronomy for the Pentateuch, Joshua and Judges by Rd. and for Kings by 
Rd. (?). 

P', The first systematic compilation of a priestly character. 

Biographical parts of the Book of Jeremiah, and practically the completion of 
the whole book. 

Isa. xxi. i-io (and 11-17?) 

Isa. xl.-xlviii. , between 546 and 538. 

Isa. xiii., 2-14 ; xxiii. ; and xxxiv., xxxv., shortly before 538. 

THE PERSIAN PERIOD. 

After 538, Psa. cxxxvii. (?). 
After 536, Isa. xlix.-lxvi. 

September to December, 520, Haggai. 
November, 520, to December, 518, Zech. i.-viii. 
About 500, P', written in Babylon. 
Before 458, Malachi. 

UNION OF P' AND p'. 

About 450, Aramaic history of the building of the Temple and the walls. 
About 444, Proclamation of the priestly legislation, P' plus P*. 
After 444, Ezra's Memoirs. 
After 432, Nehemiah's Memoirs. 

About 400, Essentially completion of the Hexateuch by Rp. 
Revision and excerpting of the Memoirs of Ezra and Nehemiah by the author 
of Ezra x. and Neh. viii. i — ix. 5. 

IN THE FOURTH CENTURY. 

Final redaction of the historical books. Gen. xiv. P^^ in the Hexateuch Rp. 

in Judges and Samuel. 
Joel, probably after 400. 
The canonical Obadiah, according to Hitzig, in 312. 

"woverbs C P'^'tjably from the Greek period. 

The bulk of the Psalms from the time of the second Temple, and older than 

Chronicles. 
Song of Song's (?) 

THE GKEEK PERIOD. 

About 330, Isa. xxiv.-xxvii. 

About 300, The Chronicler ; also, the author of the Ezra-Nehemiah book in its 

present form. 
About 280, Zech. ix.-xiv. 

About 275, Translation of the Pentateuch into Greek ; beginning of the LXX. 
Before 250, Secondary and reproducing prophetic writings : 

Isa. ii. 2-4 ; iv. 5,6; xi. 10— xii. 6 ; xxxii. 1-8 ; xxxii. 9— xzxiii. 24. 

Jer. iii. 17, 18 ; v. 20-22 ; x. 1-16 ; xv. 11-14; xvii. 19-27 ; xxv. 30-38 ; xxxi. 
35-37 ; xxxii. 17-23 ; xxxiii. 2, 3 ; 1., i.-li. 58. 
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Hos. i. 7 ; ii. 1-3 ; iii. 5 ; iv. 15a. 

Amos ii. 4, 5 ; iv. 13 ; v. 8, 9 ; ix. 5, 6. 

Micah iv. 1-4, 11-14 ; v. 1-3, 6-14, and ii. 12, 13 ; iv. 5-10 ; v. 4, 5 ; vii. 7-20. 

Hab. ii. 9-20 ', 3 (?). 

Zeph. iii. 14-20, and portions in chaps, ii. and iii. 
About 250, Completion of the prophetic canon. 
Job, under all circumstances later than Proverbs. 
204, Ecclesiastes, according to Hitzig. 
The latest retouching of the historical and prophetic books on the basis of the 

Septuagint. 

THE MACCABEAN PERIOD. 

Psa. xliv. ; Ixxiv. ; Ixxix. ; and Ixxxiii. certainly. 

January, 164, Daniel. 

About 130, Esther. 

About 100, Actual close of the Old Testament canon. 



